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"This is the general aim of mathematics teaching -- to develop in each student as much as possible the
good mental habits of tackling any kind of problem.

You should develop the whole personality of the student and mathematics teaching should especially
develop thinking.

My point of view is that the most important part of thinking that is developed in mathematics is the right
attitude in tackling problems, in treating problems.

We have problems in everyday life. We have problems in science. We have problems in politics. We
have problems everywhere. The right attitude to thinking is maybe slightly different from one domain to
another, but we have only one head, and therefore it is natural that finally there should be just one
method to tackling all kinds of problems. My personal opinion is that the main point in mathematics
teaching is to develop the tactics of problem solving."

(Polya, 1969 speaking on The Goals of Mathematical Education)
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