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A Mathematician's Nightmare
Suppose a general store —
Items with unknown values
And arbitrary price,
Rounded for ease to
Whole-dollar amounts
Each day Madam X,
Keeper of this emporium,
Raises or lowers each price —
Exceptional bargains
And anti-bargains.
Even-numbered prices
Divide by two,
While odd ones climb
By half themselves —
Then half a dollar more
To keep the numbers whole.
Today | pause before
a handsome beveled mirror
priced a twenty-seven dollars.
Shall | buy or wait
For fifty-nine long days
Until the price is lower?
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When X cubed’s summed with m times X and then
Set equal to some number, a relation
Is found where 1 less S will equal n.
Now multiply these terms. This combination
rs will equal m thirds to the third;
This gives us a quadratic situation,
Where t and S involve the same square surd.
Their cube roots must be taken; then subtracting
Them gives you X; your answer’s been inferred.
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